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Ofice Memuhdww “ UNITED S LATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Files DATE: April 23, 1954

FROM : John H. Sturnpf, Recording secretW

SUBJECT : CUKKLSS1ON ACTIONS WHCERNING ~RADIATIOMINCIDENT

SYM30L: SIWY:JHS

1. At Xeebins 967 on Lkrch 16, 1954, the Cor.missiontook several actions
coneerning the first report of a radiation incident involving 23 Japanese sea-
men. The Commission requested that Mr. Hall arrange to have a message sent to
the Ambassador in TOIWO which WOUM contain the following points:

a. Dr. Norton, ABCC, has been instructed to report to the Ambassador
to o.~ferhis technical services and the assistance of the ABCC.

b. Colonel Arthur Meeks, USAF, has also been instructed to report
to the Arioassadorand offer technical assistance.

c. Other countries should not have access to tineship. (To facili-
tate this the U.S. would offer to decontaminate the vessel)

d. A warning to ships has been issued. SpecMic information on
this niatterwill be supplied to the Ambassador as soon as possible.

The Commission also requested Col. Huston to obtain (1) precise inforrr~tion
regarding the decision as to what constitutes the dan~er zone and what wsrnirlg
had been posted to shipping, and (2) what statements had been made to the U.N.
pertaining to atomic t>sts-in the Marshall Islands. The Commission slso:

Agreed to request the llepartmentsof State and Defense and J~-?
to designate members of a committee to study and make recommenda-
tions on developments in the curre~titest series.

2. Various actions to implement this decision were taken Mediately by
tinestaff, as indicated in Section ~ of the minutes of Meeting 968 held on
March 17, 1954. ::,, ‘i’;’ 7
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3* At that time it did not appear to be necess& ~rrdes~abl+’~o request
the

cc:

staff to provide

General Mnager

copies of implementing papers for-the Secretariat files./.
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, John H. Stumf “
Asst. GM. fo; Research and Recording Se&eta&”’ U

Industrial Development
Director, Military Application
Directorj Special Projects
Director, Biology and 14edicine
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